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Situating Gender in European Archaeologies:
Case Studies

SANDRA MONTON-SUBIAS - MARGARITA SANCHEZ ROMERO

Approaches to gender theory and the research history of gender archaeology are
emphasized in the papers in the first part of this book. In this section, we present
seven papers thatexplore case studies in which situated knowledge (“situatedness’)
is implicit in the national traditions and other regional approaches to archaeology
that are represented. From Spain to Russia through Norway and Cyprus, these
studies address gender relations in different chronological periods and from
particular standpoints, and they illustrate the need for alternative approaches to
archaeology for each of the areas and periods under consideration. They stand as
good examples of how an epistemological standpoint combined with the choice
of source material direct — but do not determine — the issues addressed.

Natalia Berseneva, Irina Shingiray, and Lourdes Prados present studies based
on burial analyses. They consider respectively the Sintashta culture (the Middle
Bronze Age of the South Urals), different groups of the Northwestern Caspian
region during the Early Middle Ages, and the Iron Age in the Iberian Peninsula.
All three authors demonstrate a rather “processual” attitude to the archaeological
sources but combine this with somewhat unconventional, value-laden questions.

From an Anglo-American perspective it is apparent that Berseneva writes
from within a relatively monolithic East European archaeological tradition that
combines culture history and nomothetic “scientific” ideals that are coloured by
decades of Marxist ideology followed by recent years of primarily economic
liberalism. Yet her work also reveals an opening towards Western academic
influences. Focusing on children may be seen as a step towards introducing
diversity and even individuality into the collective past of this tradition of
interpretation. Berseneva emphasizes the contribution that children may have had
in past societies. In the academic context of Russian archaeology, this issue has
long been overlooked, as has gender. With her paper Berseneva aims at beginning
to fill this gap by showing how children become adults in frameworks of specific
gender stereotypes and gender identities.

In many ways, Shingiray’s paper relates to this same Eastern European
academic tradition, but as a student at an American university, her relationship
to Russian scholarship is different. She writes from outside that tradition and can
draw freely from a wide range of approaches without having to stay within the
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limits of a very strict archaeological regime. On the other hand, she has American
academic standards to meet. The result is a new and interesting way of seeing
the cultures of people living in the Caspian region in the Early Middle Ages.
Value is the aspect she addresses and uses explicitly to interpret her findings as
she claims that the study of the Turk/Khazar state-organized nomadic societies
needs to embrace new cultural approaches that reassess the roles of kinship,
religious paradigms, ethos, and value systems together with gender, identity, and
materiality. In tune with these new lines of inquiry, she shows how gender/ritual
arrangements in the mortuary record display how these societies operated and
transformed.

Lourdes Prados also deals with burials but differs from the previous two papers
by exploring the association between grave goods and the sex of the deceased in
Iberian Iron Age cemeteries. In a framework of profound social and economic
changes, she analyses the transformations reflected in the rigid and hierarchical
burial system that took place during the 54" centuries BC. To her, a change
of mentality accompanied a shift in the representation of women, portraying
aristocratic status through elaborate dress and jewellery, both in iconographic
representations and in the richness of the objects that were deposited in their
tombs. One of Prados’ focal points is the “Dama da Baza”, which refers to a
statue found in the grave of an approximately 30-year-old woman buried in the
beginning of the 4" century BC and accompanied by the largest collection of
weapons ever found in an Iberian funeral. The Dama da Baza burial along with
several other cases of weapons in women’s aristocratic graves from the same
period allow Prados to challenge the ruling paradigm of associating weapons with
men only. Thus, in this way a conventional mortuary analysis when supported by
alternative theoretical approaches — in this case gender — can open avenues for
new interpretations of social and ideological gender roles.

The next four papers draw from disparate types of evidence. The first assesses
gender assumptions concerning the iconographic analysis of artistic expression,
the next two examine domestic artefacts and spaces in an attempt to understand
gender relations, and the final paper is an ethnoarchaeological investigation
of power relationships. These case studies range from Bronze Age Cyprus, to
medieval Norway, Bronze Age Spain, and contemporary Brazil.

Maria Mina questions female and male identities and roles on the basis of a
small group of Early Bronze Age anthropomorphic figurines from the Cyclades.
She focuses especially on hunter-warrior figurines and shows how current gender
stereotypes influence the interpretation of archaeological findings and perpetuate
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androcentric assumptions about Aegean prehistoric society, paying special
attention to the anatomical ambiguities present in the figurines. In so doing,
she, like Prados, challenges the exclusive association between men and warfare/
hunting, and thereby also confronts recent interpretations of European Bronze
Age societies based on seafaring warriors. Since gender identities have not been
seriously questioned in Cycladic archaeology, highlighting the problematic
foundation of current models has potentially wide-reaching consequences.

The following two papers emphasize the potential contribution that the study
of relations between artefacts and spaces that are connected to everyday contexts
and maintenance activities can offer for understanding gender relations. Gitte
Hansen makes use of the well-known but often disregarded mass material from
urban settlements in order to identify women and their work in 12%-century
Bergen on the west coast of Norway. In contrast to macrostructural approaches to
social interpretation, attention is given to actors and politics at the everyday level
of society through a reassessment of food production remains — namely, sausage
pins — traditionally considered an insignificant category of material culture.
However, she shows that a closer analysis of the spatial distributions of these
items may reveal a new urban trade in early Bergen based on a reorientation of
the activities of migrant rural women who entered the urban setting.

In a case study from southeastern Spain, Eva Alarcon and Margarita Sanchez
Romero illustrate the archacology of maintenance activities, as grounded in the
theoretical contribution by Sandra Monton-Subias in the first section of this book.
They analyse the connection between daily life spaces and material culture found
in the Bronze Age settlement of Pefialosa (Bafos de la Encina, Jaén, Spain).
Alarcon and Sanchez Romero target reconstructing the everyday life of a particular
family unit in the site, studying the range of maintenance activities that took place
in a single household. To achieve this goal, they focus on social practices such as
storing, preparing, and cooking food; textile production; fixing and maintaining
tools and utensils; and children’s socialization and learning practices.

The papers by Hansen and by Alarcon and Sanchez Romero both stem from
academic environments where gender studies in archaeology are now generally
well established. Hansen, however, writes from the margins of such a context,
as urban archaeology in Scandinavia has traditionally focused on the “big
questions” of where and why urban settlements emerged or developed. Tracing
who was involved has often been restricted to studying kings or churches as the
primary agents in these urban locations. Bringing ordinary people into the process
is definitely a move into a new and potentially very productive direction. The
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Spanish situation is different. Here, Bronze Age settlements have been one of the
focal points of the development of the “maintenance” approach to an archaeology
of gender, in which the authors of the above-mentioned paper have also taken
part but which is still relatively unknown in the context of Anglo-American
gender studies. In both papers, we again see conventional methods applied to
new questions giving fresh insights.

Finally, from an ethnoarchaeological perspective and with a special focus
on task differentiation, Almudena Hernando suggests that studying gender
and gendered relationships in societies without functional divisions of labour
or work specialisation may ultimately help us understand how patriarchy was
developed. She examines gender and kinship among the Awa from Maranhao,
Brazil, and analyses the structural correlation between the categories of gender
and affinity/consanguinity in order to understand how such societies construct
their relationships. The great advantage of anthropology and ethnoarchaeology
compared to traditional archaeology is that researchers within the former
disciplines have direct access not only to material culture but also to the ways
that the people in question think about themselves. This verbal communication
is of course constrained by differences in language and conceptualisation. Even
s0, such studies provide a varied set of models through which we can understand
relationships between material and immaterial culture in pre-industrial societies.
Therefore, this contemporary example from outside Europe is presented as a case
study against which to consider our assumptions and the conclusions that we
draw as archaeologists situating gender in the multiple archaeologies of Europe.

While gender archaeology is considered mainstream in some circles, the
studies presented here are in their individual ways situated at the edges of
conventional Western archaeological gender studies and in most cases also in
relation to their local archaeological climates. However, the goal of this publication
is to contribute to the integration of these various approaches into what we think
of as gender studies and, ultimately, also to change the seemingly gender-blind
academic traditions that still exist within archacology.



Contents

Pre aCE oottt et aaaaaaaas

PART ONE

LIV HELGA DOMMASNES — NANCY L. WICKER

Situating Gender in European Archaeologies: Introduction ................

SANDRA MONTON-SUBIAS

Maintenance Activities and the Ethics of Care .......ccccovvvvevevevveevenennn..

LISBETH SKOGSTRAND

Prehistoric Hegemonic Masculiniti€s .........c.ccovceeveevienienieencenieenienne.

LIV HELGA DOMMASNES
Situating Standpoints:

A Gendered Approach to Norwegian Research History ......................

NANCY L. WICKER
Situating Scandinavian Migration Period Bracteates:
From Typology and Iconography to Gender, Agency,

ANA VISUAL CULTUTE .oeeeieeeieeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e

CHRISTINE MORRIS
Thoroughly Modern Minoans:

Women and Goddesses between Europe and the Orient .....................

NONA PALINCAS
Living for the Others: Gender Relations in Prehistoric and

Contemporary Archaeology of Romania ...........cccceeveeeieeiieenieennenne,

VESNA MERC
Looking behind the Dead Objects:

Gender and Archaeology in Slovenia .........cccceevevievieniienieenieneeieenn

ANA VALE

Translating Materials into Activities and Activities into Persons:

The Persistence of Gender Prejudices in Past Narratives

in the Iberian Peninsula ..........ccoovoviiiiiiiiiiiiee e



PART TWO

SANDRA MONTON-SUBIAS - MARGARITA SANCHEZ ROMERO

Situating Gender in European Archaeologies: Case Studies ..................... 157
NATALIA BERSENEVA

Child Burial during the Middle Bronze Age

of the South Urals (Sintashta Culture) ..........cccoceevierieiiineniecieeeee, 161
IRINA SHINGIRAY

Gender, Identity, and Display: Variations in Materiality among
Different Groups of the North-Western Caspian Region

during the Early Middle AZes ......ccceeveiiiiiieiieiiecieeieee e 181
LOURDES PRADOS

Gender and Identity in Iberian Funerary Contexts (5"-3" century BC) ... 205
MARIA MINA

In Search of the Cycladic Hunter-warrior: Evidence and Implications
for the Understanding of Gender Construction and Roles

in the Early Bronze Age ASZean ..........ccccovcvevievienienienieniee e 225
GITTE HANSEN
New Pathways for Women in Twelfth-century Bergen, Norway? ............. 245

EVA ALARCON GARCIA - MARGARITA SANCHEZ ROMERO
Maintenance Activities as a Category for

Analysing Prehistoric SOCIEHIES ......ccccververierieiieiie e 261
ALMUDENA HERNANDO

Gender, Individual, and Affine/Consanguineal Relationships in

“Egalitarian Societies”: The AWa-Guaja Case ..........ccceevveeecrieernererreesneenns 283

BIOZIrapRies .....ccccuiieiiiiiiiiectee et et e e e 308




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


